Improved visualization of the foramen ovale for percutaneous approaches to the gasserian ganglion. Technical note.
Percutaneous procedures for treating trigeminal neuralgia involve the penetration of foramen ovale using cutaneous landmarks and radiological guidance. The placement of radiopaque markers over the commonly used "zygomatic points" in front of the ears provides landmarks on intraoperative radiological studies that facilitate localization of the foramen ovale. Speed and safety of percutaneous trigeminal procedures should be enhanced. There is no increase in radiation exposure over that in other commonly used approaches.